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Minister’s Letter   The Manse 
   64 Brantingham Road, 
   Manchester 
Dear friends,  
 

Friends, don’t get me wrong: By no means do I count myself an expert in all of this, 
but I’ve got my eye on the goal, where God is beckoning us onward—to Jesus. 

I’m off and running, and I’m not turning back. 
 

Paul, writing to the Philippians (4.13-14), from The Message Bible. 
 
It is hard to believe that it has been a year since I arrived in the Manchester Circuit, and hard to 
believe that this will be the last edition of Concord and Horizon. There is a competition running to 
name our new magazine, coming in September - if you have ideas don’t forget to get them to Rosie 
or Chris before 20 August (details later in this magazine). 
 
In the year before I moved here many of my personal Facebook posts and photos had the hashtag 
YearOfLasts. Many were from the garden: the last time the snowdrops were under the tree; the last 
time the daffodils were in full bloom. The last jars of chutney made with Bramleys from our apple tree. 
There was the last walk up to the canal with our dog. The last time of services at my link and home 
churches. All very positive events. 
 
I didn’t, or couldn’t, photograph others though. The last time the water leaked in through the big 
window frame; the last time I burnt dinner in the oven; the last time the barbecue’s smoke ruined the 
washing that was drying outside; the last time isolated in my bedroom with Covid. These are quickly, 
and willingly, forgotten. 
 
August will bring a lot of ‘lasts’ for both Didsbury and East Didsbury. Some of them will be poignant 
and sad, as is to be expected. Others will hold happy memories, both personal and collective. Yet 
more will be unnoticed, but a relief, as burdens are unloaded and problems are shared. No one 
person’s experience will be the same as the next. 
 
A YearOfLasts doesn’t last. The year ends, and a new beginning dawns. There is change, there is 
adaptation, there is give-and-take. There is paperwork, bureaucracy and administration, but there is 
also joy: an abundance of joy, as we find the hidden treasures of each other’s talents and 
contributions. A fresh start and renewed hope, as we share Jesus in this place. 
 
It is my privilege to be here, with you all, and to be part of this merging of two congregations. As one 
season closes another begins. May God bless us all as we walk together along this path. 
 
Catharine. 
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PREACHERS FOR AUGUST 

 

6th August Rev. Catharine Hughes – Holy Communion  

 

13th August Rev. Ade Kila 

 

20th August Adrian Curtis 

 

27th August Abi Parr 

 

 
 

      Readings for August  

 

 

6th August Genesis 32: 22-31. Psalm 17: 1-7, 15. Romans 9: 1-5. Matthew 14: 13-21 

 

 

13th August Genesis 37: 1-4, 12-28. Psalm 105: 1-6, 16-22, 45b. Romans 10: 5-15. Matthew 14: 22-33 

 

 

20th August Genesis 45: 1-15. Psalm 133. Romans 11: 1-2a, 29-32. Matthew 15: (10-20) 21-28 

 

 

27th August Exodus 1:8 – 2:10. Psalm 124. Romans 12:1-8. Matthew 16:13-20 

 

 

 
Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 

together in unity.   It is like the precious ointment upon the 
head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard: that 

went down to the skirts of his garments.  As the dew of Hermon, 
and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: 

for there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life for evermore. 

 

 

 
 

Where there is faith, there is hope 
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Rev. Catharine       Rev. Caroline       Cynthia & Andrew    Peter & Jean     Mary & Dave      
 

Tracy     Tania      Pauline       Sue F     Zooby       Ian         Christine    Jinka     Mary D 
 

Sandra W        Beryl G        Margaret J           Ben, Pat & Jonathan          Heather T 
    
Heather T       Marion N         Sheila P         Mary S         Cath H            Our Church family        

 
Those in hospital         All worn torn countries           The lonely/anxious/depressed        

 
Those on the poverty line or struggling at this time    
 

 
We thank you God for answered prayer and continue to pray for all 

those who need His love and hold them in our hearts.    Amen 
 

                                                    
 
 

If you like anyone adding to our prayer wall, please do email me.  Rosie x 

 

. . . . . . . 
 

  The Circuit Service continues, so you’re warmly welcomed to join in on Sunday 
evenings 6.30pm on Zoom - the room opens from 6.00pm for a chat and fellowship with friends.  
 

 

 
   
                                        
                                    
 
To East Didsbury and Didsbury Churches: - Ladies Circle are having a break for August. Our Autumn 
session starts on 7th September and we welcome all new members from both churches; do join us in 
love and friendship. We meet alternate Thursdays in Room 3 at 2.30pm (finish 3.45pm after tea/coffee 
and biscuits/cakes).  Do pop along; you’ll be warmly welcomed.   Rosie x 
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LADIES 

CIRCLE 



Circuit Film Club next meets on Thursday 10th August at 7.00pm.  The film to watch
for discussion is ‘The English Patient’ available on Amazon Smile and eBay. Do come along and enjoy 
the company and lively debate. Contact me in advance for the Zoom code on lizstuartlp@aol.com  
 
 

 Craft and Chat Group at East Didsbury - Our group is an open group that runs on a drop-
in basis between 1.30 and 3.45pm on Monday afternoons at East Didsbury Church in Room 3 (the 
room next to the kitchen). You can arrive at any time and stay for as long as you want.  Just ring the 
bell by the back door 3 times. We have a chat, tea and biscuits (preferably chocolate) and some, but 
not all, of us bring our own craft projects or join in the latest project suggested by the group. We are 
aware that a lot of church and community groups close over the summer, but we will stay open and 
welcome anyone who might want a chat, brew and company to join us, especially anyone from the 
Didsbury church, as we would like to get to know you better. We are currently looking at making items 
for Laurel Court, twiddle muffs, lap blankets, squares to make blankets etc., but please come along 
with no obligation to do any craft, there’s a lot more chatting than crafting that gets done!  Contact 
Angela for any queries angelajohnson2@ntlworld.com 

  
 

    A drink and a prayer at Caramelo, Didsbury.  Open to all.   The dates to meet are 
2nd August, 16th August and 30th August at 10.00am.  Why not pop along for a chat and some 
fellowship with friends.  
                                  
 
MOSTON BABY BASKET and CHELWOOD FOODBANK 

Thank you for your continued support with donations for the Baby Basket and the Foodbank (they are 

desperate for cereals please) and also your monetary donations popped into the box.  Angela & Rosie x 

 

 

Thank you God because we’ve blessed with clothes to wear, shoes to walk in and such delicious Food. We 

are fortunate because there are people that are poorly off for clothing and toiletries and many other 

things and folk who are going hungry. At East Didsbury we meet some peoples’ needs through the Baby 

Basket and Foodbank, for which Angela and Rosie are very, very grateful.  Clothes keep us covered and in 

the winter warm, and food sustains us and gives us energy.  What a blessing you are, thank you. 

 

As Methodists, we are called to challenge injustice 

and to see God in each person we encounter. 
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DIDSBURY METHODIST CHURCH 

 

There will be a Circuit Service to mark the merger of Didsbury and East 

Didsbury at Didsbury on Sunday 3rd September at 3:00pm followed by 
afternoon tea.  
 
If anyone could volunteer to help Didsbury with the welcoming; the 

preparation of the afternoon tea or the serving of refreshments at the tea, 
please speak to Chris or Rosie or email chrisdavis34@btinternet.com or  
rosieblayds@gmail.com thank you.  

 
 

 

                     COMPETITON TIME 

 

East Didsbury – Concord  :  Didsbury – Horizon 
 

We need a new name for the two magazines that will become one 

when our churches merge and we become one.  What do you think? 

Any bright ideas?  The competition will run for the new name, 

which Chris and Rosie will judge and there is a closing date of 

20th August for your entry.  A lovely box of chocolates will be 

the prize (courtesy of Rev. Catharine).  Speak to Chris or Rosie 

or email rosieblayds@gmail.com or chrisdavis34@btinternet.com 

                    11 suggestions up to now  

 

 

 

Every day is a new challenge, 

but remember, God walks with you. 
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       www.mandsmethodists.org.uk 

 

Please pray for The City Centre Minister, Rev. Ian Rutherford, in the ministry to encounter, encourage, 

engage and enact.  Central Hall Manchester, a hub for social justice and a centre for mission and service 

at the heart of the City with a heart for the City. 

 

Thank God for representation in policy and decision-making on homelessness, food security, 

challenging hate, supporting refugees and climate action, new partnerships, action networks and 

missional communities forming at Central Hall and Movement for Recovery working across the region 

and the UK 

 

Please pray for: 

The Ministry team, the Building Team and all who worship, serve, work, visit and meet at Central Hall. 

 

 

 

 

DINGBATS 

 

 

1.    2.  3.  

 

4. 5. 6.  

 

        -7- 

 



 

7.  8.  9.  

 

 

 

10. 11.   12.  

 

 
                        Answers on page … 11 

 
 
 

       
 

Happy Birthday to all born in the month of AUGUST xxx 
 
 

 

      Rev. Catharine, Liz, Angela, Pat P, the Methodist website, Sandra & Tony and Rosie. 

 

 

 
Always be honest, forgive and forget, be kind hearted, keep your promises, 

work hard, be thankful, never give up. but most important: - 
Love one another as God loves you. 
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A new DIY art group starting Sept 13th 

ART SPACE 

WEDNESDAYS. 10.00 - 12.00 Room 3 

Bring your pencils, paints, brushes, 
pastels, pads etc 

 

Discover skills you didn’t know you had  

or bring those half finished   

pictures to complete. 
Beginners & experts welcome 

 
<><><> 

 
 
 

A Prayer of Friendship 

 

Lord Jesus, thank you for giving me such a vibrant community of friends 

to do life with. I praise you for the people you have blessed me with, 

the ones who have come alongside me to love, encourage, support, 

and uplift me through all the twists and turns of life. I'm so 

grateful that I do not have to go through life alone, but that 

you have shown me examples of your love through my dear friends. 

 

I pray that you would be present in my friendships, that you would be 

drawing us together in deeper community with one another toward 

greater unity with you. I pray that you would help heal any places 

of brokenness or discord in my friendships, and that you would 

restore any friendships that have fallen apart. 
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   FLOWERS: -  Recently Hazel (for her birthday) and Joan H (for Fred and 

their wedding anniversary) have had flowers put on the communion table.  If you 

would like flowers for yourself, or a birthday, an anniversary, another special 

occasion (or in memory of a loved one to pop flowers on the table at church, which 

your stewards will organise for you) - I just wanted to let you know that my son, 

Robert’s partner Jade, well her Mum is a florist and works from home and would 

be willing to provide flowers if needed at a very reasonable price. She would need 

three or four days’ notice and you can order through me if you’re interested.  

Rosie x 

 

 

 

QUIZ 

 

1. We read in the gospel of John that this disciple was a thief and that Satan entered him and that 

he would commit suicide; who was he? 

   

2.  Which disciple denied knowing Jesus three times? 

 

3.  In the book of John, it says that this disciple led a little boy to Jesus to feed the 5,000 with fish 

and loaves? 

 

4. This disciple was called Simon, but Jesus bestowed him with another name meaning rock? 

   

5. For how many pieces of silver did Judas betray Jesus? 

  

6. Which one of the disciples was a tax collector? 

 

7. Jesus called two more fishermen to be his disciples; they were brothers? 

 

8. Three of the four New Testament gospels list the disciples by name, but which of the gospels 

does not name all twelve of them? 

 

9. This apostle was said to have evangelized as far as India when the early Church was founded, 

but he is rarely mentioned in the Bible (and Rosie got married to Ian in a Church with this 

name!)?  

 

10. In Matthew’s gospel, it states that this disciple walked on water when he left the boat to meet 

Jesus? 

Answers on page:  11 
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Dingbats 

 

1. Coat of many colours 

2. Wise Men 

3. Passover Lamb 

4. Jacob’s ladder 

5. Golden Calf 

6. Burning Bush 

7. The Last Supper 

8. Noah’s Ark 

9. High Priest 

10. Daily Bread 

11. For ever and ever 

12. All roads lead to Rome 

 

 

 

Quiz 

 

1. Judas Iscariot 

2. Peter 

3. Andrew 

4. Peter 

5. Thirty 

6. Matthew 

7. James and John 

8. John  

9. Bartholomew 

10. Peter 

  

 

 

 

 

The next edition of your magazine (with its new name – and all articles to be sent to me 
please) needs to be with me by 27th AUGUST please. Email: rosieblayds@gmail.com 
(Mobile 07758 011362) 13 Moor Park Road, East Didsbury, M20 5PF, thanks.  
         

                  Much love as always. 
          Rosie xxx 

        

 

 

-11- 

 
 

mailto:rosieblayds@gmail.com


 
 

LAST THOUGHT 
 
 

As water to the thirsty, as beauty to the eyes, 
as strength that follows weakness, as truth instead of lies, 

as song time and springtime, and summertime to be, 
so is my Lord, my living Lord, so is my Lord to me. 

 
Like calm in place of clamour, like peace that follows pain, 

like meeting after parting, like sunshine after rain, 
like moonlight and starlight, and sunlight on the sea, 
so is my Lord, my living Lord, so is my Lord to me. 

 
As sleep that follows fever, as gold instead of grey, 
as freedom after bondage, as sunshine to the day, 
as home to the traveller, and all he longs to see, 

so is my Lord, my living Lord, so is my Lord to me. 
 

Timothy Dudley-Smith  
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