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That time of year thou mayst in me behold 

When yellow leaves, or none, or few, do hang 

Upon those boughs which shake against the cold, 

Bare ruined choirs, where late the sweet birds sang … 

                   William Shakespeare 
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Minister’s Letter      

 

         Rev. Krystyna Kwarciak 

         2 Wilderswood Close, M20 4XU   

 

Dear Friends, 
  

Some of you may remember seeing Mostar on television, under siege in 1992 and 1993 during the civil 

war which ended with the break-up of Yugoslavia. The beautiful, ancient town was divided into three 

parts, with gunfire being exchanged between neighbours. Most famously, an ancient bridge was 

destroyed by a lengthy bombardment, eventually collapsing hundreds of feet into the gorge below. The 

Old Town of Mostar, which centred in the bridge, was a pile of ruins. Some of the destruction wasn’t 

militarily important – it has been described instead as “killing memory”, in which evidence of a shared 

cultural heritage and peaceful co-existence were deliberately destroyed. 

 

Nearly 20 years later it is all restored – and more than restored. Visiting Mostar is like visiting a lovely, 

medieval town – except that there are some ruined shells of buildings outside the centre, reminders of 

the conflict. But in the Old Town, it is almost as if it had never been. The memories are hidden away, 

easy to ignore by the tourists flooding through the streets. Everyone who lives there knows what 

happened, but it feels as if it is all a bit too painful to remember. Instead, there is the marvellous 

restoration, making it look as if the destruction had never been, and the focus on the good living to be 

made from tourism. 

 

The civil war tried to destroy the memory of peace, and the restoration tried to wipe out the memory of 

war. This story is a reminder how important it is to remember – to remember the good as well as the bad, 

the violence of war as well as the gift of peace. If we try to live without memories we are no longer sure 

who we are or what our identity is. 

 

November is a time for remembering. As every year, we will honour the memory of those who fought in 

wars, the civilian casualties and countless people whose lives were devastated by injury or bereavement. 

We will also remember those who have died during the Covid-19 pandemic, and pray for their families, 

friends and neighbours. But November is also a time for giving thanks, a time when we can work on 

developing a ‘gratitude attitude’. As Christians we are all called to testify to God’s grace which shines 

brightest in the broken, painful places of our lives, and to His love which, we believe, always has the 

final word. This November we are invited to place all our memories, the good as well as the bad, in God’s 

hands, to remember, pray, mourn and give thanks.  

 

Wishing you every blessing, 

Krystyna 

                                                                                                  
 



  Preachers for the month of November …  
 

 

7th November  Paul Johnson 

14th November  Phil Davis – Remembrance Sunday 
21st November  Rev. Krystyna Kwarciak – Holy Communion  
28th November  Janet Green – Moston Baby Basket Appeal (they are grateful for  

anything, clothes (baby and toddler), toys, baby equipment etc) 
 

 

        
 

Readings for the month of November 
 
 
7th Nov Ruth 3: 1-5; 4: 13-17; Psalm 127; Hebrews 9: 24-28; Mark 12: 38-44  (alternative  

readings: 1 Kings 17: 8-16; Psalm 146.  
  

14th Nov        1 Samuel 1: 4-20; (Canticle 1 Samuel 2: 1-10); Hebrews 10: 11-14 (15-18), 19-25; 
Mark 14: 1-8 (alternative readings: Daniel 12: 1-3; Psalm 16: Isaiah 52- 7-12; 
Psalm 9: 9-20; Romans 8: 31-35, 37-39; Matthew 5: 1-12) 

 
21st Nov        2 Samuel 23: 1-7; Psalm 132: 1-12 (13-18); Revelation 1: 4b-8; John 18: 33-37; 

(alternative readings: Daniel 7: 9-10, 13-14; Psalm 94. 
 
1st Sunday of Advent 
28th Nov        Jeremiah 33: 14-16; Psalm 25: 1-10; 1 Thessalonians 3: 9-12; Luke 21: 25 36. 
 

 
 

Dear God, 
You have brought me to the beginning of a new day. 

I ask you to renew my heart with your strength and purpose. 
Forgive my errors of yesterday and help me to walk closer to you today. 

Shine through me so that every person I meet feels your presence in my soul. 
Take my hand - I cannot make it by myself. 

I LOVE YOU 
 

 



                                                   
 
 

Peter T & Jean and their family     Karen B       Rev. Krystyna     Joan H        Beryl G 
 
Dave A        Margaret J       Heather TH       Heather T         David P        Mary D    Sue F        
 
Joy       Mary S       Rev. Caroline   Emma     Sheila P       Mary S         Karina        Rosie 
 
Chris, Rachel & Asha       NHS            Our church family          The Emergency Services          
 
Our neighbours              Those in hospital             The lonely/anxious/depressed    

 
 

Dear God, please hold all those who need healing in body, mind and spirit.  
We pray for strength and blessings from You, our Saviour.   Amen   

 

                            - 
 
 

 
 
 

No matter how happy someone may seem, they have moments when 
they question if they can go on.  No matter how confident someone may look, 
there are times when they feel unsure and insecure.  And no matter how strong 
someone may appear, they have days when they feell they are falling apart. 

Never think for one moment you are alone with your struggles. 
You are not a mess.  You are human.  God is holding you.  

 
                                                                    www.understandingcompassion.com   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Memories of Brian Berry  

http://www.understandingcompassion.com/


 
I was a very close friend to Brian until he went into a Home; I used to visit him at 
Broughville Drive. 
 
He worked for the railway and got free passes, so he travelled a lot.  We used to go to see 
plays together at Burnage Garden Village and he also came to Blackpool to stay with me; 
one time we went to see Mama Mia at the Winter Gardens. 
 
Debbie took over looking after Brian when Margaret, his sister, passed away and she and 
her husband took us both to The Lowry at Salford Quays for a meal and to see Calendar 
Girls.   When he went into the Home at Withington Debbie somestimes used to take us to 
the Parrswood Hotel for lunch.  
 
He then moved to a Home at Northwih and then Knutsford, so I didn’t get to see him, but 
Debbie kept me informed on how he was doing.   He was younger than me and would have 
been 86 on 1st November.  
 
Beryl Gaskell   x 

<><><> 
 
 
 

1st November    This day is holy in the Western Christian tradition, celebrated by 

the Roman Catholic Church, the Methodist Church, the Lutheran Church, and more. It’s designed to 

show honour and reverence to saints both canonized and unknown, and in some faiths also to give thanks 

to those who have guided others to Christ, like a friend or relative.  

 

      REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY - 14th November 
 
This day commemorates the British service men and woman who died in wars and other military conflicts 

and the sacrifices that were made to defend our freedom and protect our way of life.  We remember the 

families who lost their loved ones through war or terrorism.  

 

Remembrance Day is … the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month where, in many parts of the world, 

two-minutes of silence is held at 11.00am (11th November), and we remember them together on 14th 

November in our churches.  

 



WOMEN AGAINST VIOLENCE SUNDAY – 21st November.       

One in three women worldwide experience physical or sexual violence mostly by an intimate partner. 

Violence against women and girls is a human rights violation.  Since the outbreak of COVID-19, 

emerging data and reports from those on the front lines, have shown that all types of violence against 

women and girls, particularly domestic violence, has intensified. 

    ADVENT SUNDAY - 28th November 

This is also known as the First Sunday in Advent, when Christians prepare for the celebration that 

commemorates the birth of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.  We light the first candle of our Avent 

ring in excited anticipation of what is to come.  

 
 
 

  The Circuit Service continues, so you’re warmly welcome to join in on 
Sunday evenings 6.30pm on Zoom - the room opens from 6.00pm for a chat with friends.  

 
 

   MASKS:   Still for sale and can be made to order - other fabrics available).  They’re 
washable, have a nose wire and adjustable elastic.  £5 each or 5 for £20 in aid of Church funds.  Please 
collect one in church and pop the money in the tin or email me with your order on 
patsypott@btinternet.com or you can ring me on 0161-445-3919, thank you.      Patsy x 
 
 

 
 

Happy Birthday to all born in the month of November xxx 

   
 

 

LADIES 

CIRCLE 

mailto:patsypott@btinternet.com


 
 
 
 

 
 

Ladies Circle meets every other Thursday in Room 3 at 2.45pm (approx. finish 3.45pm) 
and we are now serving tea/coffee and biscuits - always nice to welcome new people.   
You don’t have to wear a mask, but feel free to if you would prefer and please use the 
sanitizing gel on entering and leaving, thank you.   So wonderful to be back together 
again in love and friendship.   Rosie x 
 

4th November What on earth was this used for???  Test your knowledge and have  

some fun. 
 

18th November Picture Quiz and ‘Who’s that famous lady?’  

 

 

 

  Film Club will meet on Thursday 4th November at 7.00pm.  
The film to watch in advance is ‘The Hundred Foot Journey’ starring Helen Mirren, available at Amazon 
Smile for just £2.45 - email me if you want any further information.    Liz        lizstuartlp@aol.com 

 

 

  We are now back face to face and meeting in Room 3 on Monday afternoons 
from 1.30 to 4.00pm.  The meeting on Monday 6th December will be on Zoom from 2.45-
4.00pm as Probus will be using the room - ask Angela for joining details. Please feel free to 
join us (via the fire-exit door) any time; you do not have to come for the whole meeting. 
Please see Angela Johnson or any other Group member for information about our COVID 
risk reduction recommendations. 
 

Some members have been busier than others during lockdown and we have the following 

available to sell for church funds and other charities (yet to be decided):- penguins, 

snowmen, teddies, owls, angels, bunnies and eco-friendly reusable  washcloths and 

dishcloths - let us know of any requests and we will get them to you. 
 

 

-7- 

mailto:lizstuartlp@aol.com


               

              
 

 

 

   REFRESHMENTS:  Thanks to Matthew and Karina, tea/coffee and 
biscuits are now being served following the Sunday morning services.  
 
 

Badminton Club meets on Tuesday evenings from 8-10pm at East Didsbury Methodist 
Church Hall.  We are mixed ability, male and female, different ages, of all faiths and none, and we welcome 
everyone who turns up. We would love to have some new people along - please have a think about who 
you know in the East Didsbury area who might be interested in joining us, and help us spread the word  I've 
been going for the last four years, so I can testify that you'll not find a cheaper sports club anywhere (£2.50 
a session), there's no pressure to attend every week, it's very good exercise, and lots of fun! For more 
information about the club, you can contact Simon Edwards on 07712 440193. 
  
Thanks, 
Nick Palfreyman     
 



 
Christian Aid Week  back in May was very successful, considering the times we are in.  Reading in 

their magazine, 740 giving pages were set up, 869 e-envelopes were created raising more than 

£335,000 and nearly £5million was raised through incredible gifts, prayers and actions.  
 

Extreme weather for Rose who lives in Kenya, robbed her of any reliable source of water and without 

water every day was a struggle; she was thirsty and hungry.  With the support of Christian Aid, Rose 

now has hope and stands strong against the elements.  To read more about the incredible work that 

Christian Aid have done and are dong, go to www.christianaid.org.uk  

 

 

Dear Father, we come to You today, bowing in our hearts, asking for protection. Surround us 

us with Your divine hedge of protection. Encompass us with Your strength.  Let all who take 

refuge in You be glad, let them ever sing for joy. And may You shelter us, that those who love 

Your name may exult in You.  For it is You who blesses us and surrounds us with Your 

favour.  We ask You to protect our minds, kind us in Your spirit and give us peace.  Amen 

 

 
Cynthia’s chit-chat      
 
McMillan Coffee Afternoon - On my way home from Church on October 3rd I was delighted to see a 

poster advertising ‘The McMillan Coffee Event’ at a house in Bankside Drive. I hadn’t been able to find 

one in our area previously, so this was a real bonus. I duly went along and met lots of people, some of 

whom I already knew, but also lots of people I didn’t, who made me very welcome.  There were lots of 

savouries and cakes which were delicious. Well done to all the people who organised this. 

 

Parrs Wood Environmental Centre Autumn Fair (ex-Parrs Wood Rural Studies)  Did anyone else 

go to this event? After a Covid break they had combined their regular Apple Day with their Autumn Fair. 

There were lots of loyal people who regularly support these events and it was wonderful to see them all 

return.  There were stalls outside for jams, honey and plants and the café was back with its delectable 

refreshments. It was a good afternoon enjoyed by all. 

 

The Mosque - Yes. It was a return visit after the Heritage Weekend in September. This time it was for 

a Diversity Event. There were stalls representing many countries from around the world. They were all 

serving their national dishes and other goodies. The event was free, including the food, and the many 

nationalities were truly welcoming which created a diverse and jolly atmosphere. 

 

The Upper Rooms - Some of you may visit this café when you are in Cheadle. If you haven’t, and you 

fancy a cuppa and a bite to eat, then do pay a visit, you will find a warm welcome there. It is above 

Tesco and the entrance is from the car park. The premises belong to St Mary’s Church and it is run by 

volunteers from there and St Cuthbert’s.  You may think that I spend all my time visiting places to eat! 

Actually I like to support various good causes whilst enjoying the company of the people I meet. 

 

God bless and take care 

Cynthia  

    Santa - there may be no ‘Breakfast with Santa’ at EDMC this year, but Santa will be 

in his Grotto and Workshop at the Old Parsonage on Sunday, Nov. 28th from 10.30am to 4.00pm     

 

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/


 

 
 
 



Postscript from Rosie: I’m sorry there will be no Breakfast with Santa again, but there 

are so many, many children and adults, that I think it’s almost impossible until things 

improve to sort this event safely.  Santa will be busy enough and I know he’ll visit you all 

(if you are good!!!)   xxx 
 

      To: Rev. Krystyna, Cynthia, Steve, Liz, Patsy, Nick, Beryl, Mary and me for the  

contributions to your magazine  xxx  

 

• I am continuing at the moment providing the magazine in this format. Any items please to 
rosieblayds@gmail.com or 434-7668 (Mobile 07758 011362) or 13 Moor Park Road, East Didsbury, 
M20 5PF, by 27th NOVEMBER, thanks. 
                    Much love as always 

                   Rosie xxx 
 

 

 

LAST THOUGHT 
 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace; where there is hatred, let me sow charity; 
Where there is injury, pardon; where there is error, the truth; 
Where there is doubt, the faith; where there is despair, hope; 

Where there is darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy. 
O, Divine Master, Grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 

To be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love; 
For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 

And it is in dying to ourselves that we are born to eternal life.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Krystyna Kwarciak  
Email: krykwar@gmail.com 

Land line: 0161 612 2668 
Mobile: 07776 121679 

 
www.edmcws.com   
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