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He made the moon to mark the seasons; 

the sun knows it’s time for setting. 

                                                              Psalm 104:19 
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Minister’s Letter   The Manse 

   164 Brantingham Road, 

   Manchester 

Dear friends, 

 

Hello! 

 

Thank you all for your extraordinary warm welcome as I begin my ministry among you. I have been 

quite overwhelmed by the kindness you have shown to me and my family. We are beginning to find 

our feet - not the key for the lock on my son’s bike, but definitely our feet.  

 

October really emphasises the change of season. There is little better than a crisp autumn morning, 

with the sun shining and a blue sky, and golden light reflecting off the trees as they change colour. As 

the season changes I have to resist the childish urge to put wellies on, to skip and kick the piles of 

fallen leaves! Yet the days grow shorter and darker, and crisp leaves turn to sodden mush in the rain. 

The change is inevitable. 

 

We are going through a period of great change - not just me as I adjust to living in a new house and 

starting a new job, but for us all as we have a new King and a new government. Such major changes 

need time to adjust to, for us all to understand the ‘new norm’ and for it to bed in. Change is a part of 

life. Sometimes it can feel completely overwhelming; at other times, such as with the birth of a child, 

it can bring great joy.  

 

When Jesus speaks of change he speaks of the change of our hearts and attitudes. He wants us to love 

more, to care more, to follow him in all that we do. As we turn from all that is wrong in our lives he 

gives us the strength to carry on, and in so-doing we bring about the kingdom of God on this earth. It 

is a message calling for simplicity. ‘Unless you change and become like little children, you will never 

enter the kingdom of heaven.’ (Matt 18.3) 

 

So if you see me kicking leaves in Fletcher Moss Park, please come and say hello, and we can begin 

creating God’s kingdom here on earth together.  

 

Rev. Catharine Hughes 

 
 

-2- 
 



  Preachers … 
 
2nd October Rev. Catharine Hughes – Holy Communion 
 
9th October Rev. Ade Kila 
 
16th October Nick Palfreyman 
 
23rd October   Chris Davis United Service with Didsbury at East Didsbury 
 
30th October  United Service at Didsbury 

 

 

 

      Readings for October:  
 
2nd October Lamentations 1: 1-4, Psalm 137; 2 Timothy 1: 1-14; Luke 17: 5-10; 9 

(Alternative readings: Habakkuk 1: 1-4, 2: 1-4; Psalm 37: 1-4)  
 
9th October  Jeremiah 29: 1, 4-7; Psalm 66: 1-12; 2 Timothy 2: 8-15; Luke 17: 11-19;  

(Alternative readings: 2 Kings 5: 1-3, 7-15b; Psalm 111) 
 

16th October Jeremiah 31: 27-34; Psalm 119: 97-104; 2 Timothy 3: 14 – 4: 5; Luke 18: 1-8 
   (Alternative readings: Genesis 32: 22-31; Psalm 121) 
 
23rd October  Joel 2:23-32; Psalm 65; 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-14, 

(Alternative readings: Ecclesiasticus 35:12-17; Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22) 
 
30th October  Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4; Psalm 119:137-144; 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12; 

Luke 19:1-10 (Alternative readings: Isaiah 1:10-18 Psalm 32:1-7)  
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Rev. Catharine           Rev. Caroline            Mary A          Marilyn      Sue F        Sandra & Family            

   

Steve         Sandra          Joan H         Beryl G          Dave A           Sandra W          Margaret J            

 

Heather T        Mary D          Sheila P            Marion N             Mary S               Cath    

 

Andy and Barbara           Our church family               Our neighbours        Preachers in our Circuit         

 

Those in hospital           The lonely/anxious/depressed 

 

And we remember our Queen and the service 

she gave us; the family who now mourn 

and the faith that never left her. 

  

 

 

                                     - 
 

 
God’s amazing love 

 
When sowing the wheat and reaping the tares. 

And struggling to rise, we stumble and fall. 
What could we do, to escape Satan's snares, 

If God's love was not a refuge for all? 
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KNOW YOUR PEACE WITHIN 

 

Lord, I come to you with so many worries, so many concerns about myself 

and my family that it’s hard to feel at peace.   My worries, like weeds, seem to 

choke up the good thoughts that try to flower within.  Help me to pray with a 

thankful heart, for I know that in prayer my worries can be unravelled. 

My concerns can be shared with you and my anxiety 

can lift and I can know your peace.  Amen.  

 

   HARVEST FESTIVAL held on 25th September, a lovely and thought-provoking service 

with beautiful Harvest hymns and led with love by Rev. Ian Rutherford.  On behalf of Chelwood 

Foodbank Plus, I’d like to say a very BIG (and emotional) THANK YOU for all your kind donations 

that will make such a difference to so many families.  I usually fill about 3 wheelie baskets, but 

this week I filled 11 with your wonderful gifts.  Please continue to support (at the moment they 

are desperate for Long Life milk, kitchen roll, soap powder, disposable razors and shampoo), but 

thankfully have plenty of stock for the time being of baked beans and pasta).       Rosie x 
 
 
CHURCH COUNCIL will meet on Thursday 20th October at 7.30pm in Room 3 with our 
Minister, Rev. Catharine Hughes, and also the attendance of our Superintendent, Rev. 
Caroline Wickens.   
 
 
MOSTON BABY BASKET 
 
Please do continue to support this worthy cause.  Items they are desperate for are: - 
 
Cotton wool balls, breast pads, changing mats, nappies size 1 or 2, top and tail bowls, large muslins 
and bibs.  They also have very few 3-6 month clothes for girls, (for some reason they have loads for 
boys) and no baby books or baby toys except for teddies.  Thank you so much.      Angela J. 
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OCTOBER: -  
 
9th October  World Homeless Sunday   The first occasion was 10th October 2010 and originates from 
online discussions among activities who have been involved in helping homeless people in their 
countries.   The day also addresses the need for building adequate housing that is safe, clean and has 
basic facilities.  Being homeless affects many peoples’ aspects of their lives and can also lead to serious 
mental health issues and suicides.  It is believed that there are 150 million people around the world 
who do not have a home, which is almost 2% of the world’s population.  The four primary causes of 
homelessness are lack of affordable housing, unemployment, poverty and low wages.  The mentally 
challenged people or people struggling with drug addictions and lack necessary care and service may 
also become homeless. For women, domestic violence is a leading cause of homelessness.  
 
We pray for all those without a roof over their heads, food on the table and ask for God to strengthen 
them to cope and hope that their issues are solved in some way  
 
 
9th October - Prisons Sunday   This marks the first day of Prisons Week (9th-15th October) a dedicated 
week of prayer across Christian communities.  It was founded by Bishop Victor Guazzelli in 1975 and 
since then groups have prepared resources to enable us to pray for the needs of all those affected by 
imprisonment.  They ask us to pray: - 

Lord, you offer freedom to all people.  We pray for those in prison. Break the bonds of fear 
and isolation that exist.  Support with your love prisoners and their families and friends,  

prison staff and all who care. Heal those who have been wounded by the actions of others, 
especially the victims of crime.  Help us to forgive one another, to act justly, love mercy 

and walk humbly together with Christ, in his strength and his Spirit, now and every day.  Amen. 
 

As at 20 September 2022, there are 81,245 people in prison in England and Wales and 92,619 
children have a parent in prison tonight.  
 
13th October:  

 
                  -6- 
 
 



16th October - Freedom Sunday 
Slavery, violent crime, sexual exploitation and trafficking are all serious issues.  Slavery especially is 
rife today; people are trapped and face physical, verbal land sexual abuse daily.  They are beaten, 
gang raped, locked in tiny rooms and starved.   On the internet there is online abuse of children as 
young as 5.  We pray for all those who are abused in whatever way and whatever age and ask God to 
hold them and protect them from harm.  
 

 
23rd to 30th October - One World Week 
As we gradually emerge from the pandemic and our shattered economy there is an urgent need to 
reconstruct our economy and society. This provides a rare opportunity to break with the past of 
destroying our planet and to build a green recovery into a new sustainable normal. Let’s make our world 
a better place. Go to: www.oneworldweek.org for articles, poems, websites, videos, etc which explore 
our understanding of the impact of the pandemic for better or worse.  
 
 
24th October - United Nations Day  
United Nations Day marks the anniversary of the entry into force in 1945 of the UN Charter. With the 
ratification of this founding document by the majority of its signatories, including the five permanent 
members of the Security Council, the UN officially came into being. 
 
30th October - Bible Sunday  
Sharing with you a speech Queen Elizabeth II gave to us at the start of the pandemic as we reflect on 
the loss and the greatness of an amazing lady.  She said the parable of the Good Samaritan was 
another example of kindness: ‘Good Samaritans have emerged across society showing care and 
respect for all, regardless of gender, race or background, reminding us that each one of us is special 
and equal in the eyes of God.’  She said in these difficult times we can apply that story to our own times 
and to work out that our neighbours are those of our friends, or complete strangers, who need a helping 
hand.  
 
In drawing such inspiration from Jesus' parable of the Good Samaritan, the Queen showed not only the 
depth of her own Christian faith, but also the richness of the story, which still speaks powerfully across 
the world today.  

 
 
 

  The Circuit Service continues, so you’re warmly welcomed to join in on Sunday 
evenings 6.30pm on Zoom - the room opens from 6.00pm for a chat and fellowship with friends.  

  Don’t forget Badminton Club meets in the Hall at East Didsbury Tuesday 
evenings. For more information please email Nick on nicholaspalfreyman@yours.com  
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   We meet on Mondays from 1.30-3.45pm in the Vestry and you can stay for as long as 
you like.  We’re thinking about things to make and sell for Christmas, so let us know if there is anything 
you would like to see on the stall.  We have a lady that has joined us from Withington who makes simple 
greetings cards for which she only asks 50p, so you may see some of these out for sale; she is also happy 
to add number or name stickers to personalise on request.    Angela        angelajohnson2@ntlworld.com 

 

 
 

   
                                        
                                   
 

We meet alternate Thursdays in Room 3 at 2.30pm (approx. finish 3.45pm after tea/coffee and 
biscuits/cakes) and you are welcome to join us. We have a really fun time in love and friendship.   

                 Rosie x 

6th October  Factoids and fun with Mary S 

20th October  Rev. Catharine Hughes  

 
 

  Circuit Film Club will meet on Zoom on Thursday 6th October at 7.00pm.  The film 

to watch in preparation for discussion is ‘Wings of Desire’, which is available pre-owned from Amazon 

Smile and eBay.  We are a friendly group and always happy to welcome new people.  If you would like 

to come along, please email me and I will send you the Zoom link nearer the date.    lizstuartlp@aol.com   
         
 

 

 

 
 

 
Happy Birthday to all born in the month of October xxx 
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LADIES 

CIRCLE 
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Cynthia’s chit-chat      

 

                                                                                                                                  
 
Manchester Pride - Many of you will know that prior to the pandemic I walked with our Christian group 
at Manchester Pride. It’s something I did for nine consecutive years. However, this year, after a lot of 
consideration, I decided that I couldn’t carry on. This was mainly because of the considerable time you 
have to spend waiting around at Castlefield before our group is called, but also because I couldn’t help 
carry the banner due to my arm surgery. 
 

I did miss being part of our group and thought about them on the day. However, I did go to Didsbury 
Pride and enjoyed the great atmosphere on the day. I met lots of people and visited the various stalls. 
Well done to everyone who helped organise this event. 

   Trinity Coffee 
 

On Saturday I went to the coffee morning at Trinity Church in Cheadle and enjoyed chatting to the 
various members, who included Louise, their Minister.  Afterwards I went into the Upper Room for lunch. 
It’s an agreeable and relaxing atmosphere, away from the bustle of the High Street. It’s always well 
supported and a pleasure to visit. 
 

 

 
 
The Big Issue Lady 
 

On my way back from Cheadle I stopped to have a chat with, and buy a magazine from, the Big Issue 
lady who stands outside the Didsbury Coop. I found out that the lady is called Adrianna and I am always 
so amazed and pleased that so many people stop and chat with her. She always has a smile for 
everyone, bless her. 
 

Bye for now 

God bless and take care 
 

Cynthia 
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    Manchester & Stockport District Methodist Women in Britain  

AUTUMN MEETING   Methodist Central Hall Oldham Street, Manchester M1 1JQ 
Saturday, 1st October 10.45 a.m. - 3.15 p.m. 

Speaker: Deacon Pru Cahill ‘Communications, Causes and Campaigns’ 
Coffee served from 10.30 a.m. Bring your own Lunch 

(Drinks provided)  

                   All Welcome! 
 

 
 
 

QUIZ  
 

1 How many books are there in the New Testament?   

2 What insects did John the Baptist eat in the desert? 

3 Who were the first two apostles called to follow Jesus? 

4. On which island was Paul shipwrecked? 

5 What is the shortest book in the New Testament? 

6 What profession did Matthew have? 

7 And what did Simon Peter do for a living before he became an apostle? 

8 Who was the first Christian Martyr? 

9 How did Judas signal Jesus’ identity to the Roman officials? 

10 Which apostle doubted Jesus’ resurrection until he sees him with his own eyes?  

11 Who baptized Jesus? 

12 Who took Jesus’ body from the cross?  

 

Answers on the last page – enjoy x   
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Answers to the Quiz:   
1. 27 
2. Locusts 
3. Peter and Andrew 
4. Malta  
5. 2 John 
6. Tax collector 
7. Fisherman 
8. Stephen 
9. He kissed him 
10. Thomas 
11. John the Baptist 
12. Joseph of Arimathea  

 
 

      Rev. Caroline, Cynthia and Steve, Liz, Angela, Nick, Sandra and Tony & Rosie. 

 

All items for the November edition need to be with me by 27th October.  Email: rosieblayds@gmail.com or 
434-7668 (Mobile 07758 011362) or 13 Moor Park Road, East Didsbury, M20 5PF, thank you.  
                     Much love as always. Rosie xxx 

 

 

 

LAST THOUGHT 
  This one day, Lord, is mine. Your gift to me, fresh from your hands.  I bless its early 

hours as I commit it to you. I yield myself into your care, knowing I am secure in your love, 

whatever the coming hours may bring. Let today be a day I shall remember, not because of 

 some world-shaking event, but because it was a golden day, glowing with happiness. Let it be 

a day of inward harmony and outward peace.  And when I lay my head on my pillow tonight, 

let my heart be warm with gratitude to you for all life’s good gifts. 

Let my last thought be a contented ‘Thank you, Lord’. 
                                                   Flora Larsson 

 

 

 

 

 
 

www.edmcws.com   

mailto:rosieblayds@gmail.com

