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Lord God, you loved this world so much, that you gave your one and only Son, 

that we might be called your children too. Lord, help us to live in the gladness and 

grace of Easter Sunday, every day. Let us have hearts of thankfulness for your sacrifice. 

Let us have eyes that look upon Your grace and rejoice in our salvation. Help us to 

walk in that mighty grace and tell your good news to the world. 

All for your glory do we pray, Lord, Amen. 
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Minister’s Letter       Rev. Krystyna Kwarciak 

         2 Wilderswoo d Close, M20 4XU   

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Easter is a time to celebrate hope, life and joy, within it lies freedom, promise and second chances, it’s the 

most important Christian holiday of all. 

 

This year’s Easter season is overshadowed by the war in Ukraine and the global uncertainty it has triggered. 

In these difficult times we must have faith that just as we experience the joy of Easter after the sadness of 

Good Friday, there will be joy and happiness again.  

 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a German pastor and anti-Nazi dissident, in his ‘Letters from prison’ writes: “Jesus is 
not gloriously transported from earth into heaven. He must instead go to the cross. And precisely there, where 

the cross stands, the resurrection is near. Precisely here, where all lose faith in God, where all despair about 

the power of God, God is fully there, and Christ is alive and near.” 

 

Even when alarms bells are ringing in the streets, Ukrainian Christians are confidently saying the words of 

the liturgy: “Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.” 

 

As one Ukrainian bishop said last week: We Ukrainians and Russians share in the same baptism, even the 

water used in our baptism comes from the same river, the Dnieper River which begins in Russia and flows 
south to Ukraine. Their bond goes as deep as the waters of baptism. 

 

It is important for all of us to remember that all Christians around the world are baptised into the death and 

resurrection of Jesus. This means that although the water may not have come from the same river, we all 

share in the same baptism as our Ukrainian and Russian brothers and sisters. 

 

And we all share a faith in the same God who had heard the cries of his people, and did something about it 

once and for all through His Son who conquered death. 

 

Blessings and best wishes, 
Rev. Krystyna 
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  Preachers … 

 

 

Sunday of the Passion 3rd April Rev Krystyna Kwarciak – Holy Communion – followed by  

      a Church Council meeting you are all requested to attend  

      if possible.  

Palm Sunday  10th April Janet Green   

Maundy Thursday   14th April Holy Communion with Ladies Circle - you are invited to  

      join us.  
Good Friday   15th April There is to be an Ecumenical Tenebrae Service at East  

      Didsbury at 3.00pm to share with other churches.  

Also please see page 5 … 

Easter Sunday  17th April Rev. Krystyna Kwarciak - Baptism of Lucia & Rosalie 

Second Sunday of Easter 24th April Paul Johnson 

 
 

        
 

Readings for April:- 

 
3rd April Isaiah 43: 16-21; Psalm 126; Philippians 3: 4b-14; John 12: 1-8 
 
10th April Psalm 118: 1-2, 19-29; Luke 19: 28-40; Isaiah 50: 4-9a; Psalm 31: 9-16 Philippians 2: 5-
11; Luke 22: 14-23; 56; Luke 22: 14-28 (The Last Supper); Luke 22: 39-65 (betrayal and arrest); Luke 
22: 65 – 23:25 (Jesus on trial); Luke 23: 26-49 (The crucifixion and death of Jesus); Luke 23: 50-56 
(Jesus’ burial) 
 

    17th April Acts 10: 34-43 or Isaiah 25: 6-9; Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24; 1 
Corinthians 15: 1-11 or Acts 10: 34-43; John 20: 1-18 or Luke 24: 1-12 
 
24th April Acts 5: 27-32; Psalm 150; Revelation 1: 4-8; John 20: 19-31 
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Rev. Krystyna         Rev. Caroline         Phil D & Chris         Plato, Irene & family    

 

The safe arrival of Shavina Bhatt      Gwen & Ron        Joan H        Beryl G         Dave A 

 

Margaret J          Heather T        Karen B      Mary D        Sheila P      Mary S      The NHS 

 

Our church family          Our neighbours        The Emergency Services        Preachers in our Circuit         

    

Those in hospital              Thank you for answered prayer           The lonely/anxious/depressed     

 

We pray for the Ukraine and hold the country and its people in our hearts 

and ask God to protect them, and all other worn torn countries.  

 
 

Dear God, please hold all those who need healing in body, mind and spirit.  
We pray for strength and blessings from You, our Saviour.   Amen   

 

                            - 

 

 

 

It may feel at times Lord that you withdraw from us, just as the 

tide comes in, but then flows back out to sea again.  We can perhaps 

think that we have offended you so much that we are beyond 

reconciliation, beyond your forgiveness and love.  

 

Yet you are not like a retreating tide, you never withdraw your love from us, 

no matter how far we may withdraw ourselves from you, 

or think we are beyond asking for your help.  

 

Thank you, Lord, for not abandoning us even if there are time in life 

when we may feel far from you.  Amen.  
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On Good Friday there will be an ecumenical service at 10.00am at Withington Methodist to which 

we are all invited.  This will be followed by a Walk of Witness starting at 11.00am from the church. 

St. Paul’s Parish Church, the Baptist Church (Union Chapel), the Roman Catholic Church and 

residents of L’Arche will join with us.   

Rev. Krystyna  

 

 
 

We remember the pain and suffering of the cross, and all that Jesus was willing 
to endure, so we could be set free.   He paid the price, such a great sacrifice, 

to offer us the gift of eternal life.  
 

Help us never to take for granted the huge gift of love on our behalf; help us to be 
reminded of the cost of it all.  Forgive us for being too busy, or distracted by other 
things, for not fully recognising what you freely give, what you have done for us.  

 
Thank you Lord that by you wounds we are healed.  Thank you because of your huge 

sacrifice we can live free.  Thank you that sin and death have been conquered 
and that your power is everlasting.  

 
Thank you that we can say with great hope ‘It is finished’ – for we know what’s still 
to cone.  Death has lost its sting.  We praise you for you are making all things new. 

         Amen 
 
 
 

Incredible sacrifice 

Amazing grace 

The lavish of His love 

All for you and me. 
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Easter is a Christian holiday that celebrates the belief in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. In the 

New Testament of the Bible, the event is said to have occurred three days after Jesus was crucified 

by the Romans and died in roughly 30 A.D. The holiday conclud es the “Passion of Christ,” a 

series of events and holidays that begins with Lent—a 40-day period of fasting, prayer and 

sacrifice—and ends with Holy Week, which includes Holy Thursday (the celebration of Jesus’ 

Last Supper with his 12 Apostles, also known as Maundy Thursday), Good Friday (on which 

Jesus’ crucifixion is observed) and Easter Sunday, the celebration of the glorious Resurrection.  

Although a holiday of high religious significance in the Christian faith, many traditio ns associated 

with Easter date back to pre-Christian, pagan times. 

 

 

THE LAST SUPPER   

 
On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Where do you 

want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?”  He replied, “Go into the city to a certain man and 

tell him, ‘The Teacher says: My appointed time is near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples 

at your house.”  So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them and prepared the Passover. 

 

When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. And while they were eating, he said, 

“Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.”  They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, 

“Surely you don’t mean me, Lord?”  Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me 

will betray me. The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the 
Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born.”  Then Judas, the one who would betray him, 

said, “Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?”  Jesus answered, “You have said so.” 

 

 

 
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 

disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.”   Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he 

gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you.  This is my blood of the] covenant, which is poured out for 
many for the forgiveness of sins.  I tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that 

day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”   When they had sung a hymn, they went out to 

the Mount of Olives. 

Matthew 26: 17-30 
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     The Crucifixion of Jesus 

 

As they were going out, they met a man from Cyrene, named Simon, and they forced him to carry the 

cross.  They came to a place called Golgotha (which means “the place of the skull”).  There they offered Jesus 
wine to drink, mixed with gall; but after tasting it, he refused to drink it.  When they had crucified him, they 

divided up his clothes by casting lots. and sitting down, they kept watch over him there.  Above his head they 

placed the written charge against him: THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

 

Two rebels were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left.  Those who passed by hurled insults 

at him, shaking their heads saying, “You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, save 

yourself! Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of God!”  In the same way the chief priests, the 

teachers of the law and the elders mocked him.  “He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! 

He’s the king of Israel! Let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him.  He trusts in 
God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, ‘I am the Son of God.”  In the same way the rebels 

who were crucified with him also heaped insults on him. 

 

The Death of Jesus 
 From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land.  About three in the afternoon Jesus 

cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you 

forsaken me?”).   When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.”   Immediately 

one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to 

drink.  The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.”   And when Jesus had 
cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 

 

At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split 

and the tombs broke open. The bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life.  They came out 

of the tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and went into the holy city and appeared to many people.  When the 

centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they 

were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!”   Many women were there, watching from a 

distance. They had followed Jesus from Galilee to care for his needs. Among them were Mary Magdalene, 

Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of Zebedee’s sons. 
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The empty tomb 

  

   Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went 
to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance.  So she came running to Simon Peter 

and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t 

know where they have put him!”  So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb.  Both were running, 

but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first.  He bent over and looked in at the strips of 

linen lying there but did not go in.  Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. 

He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The 

cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen.  Finally, the other disciple, who had reached the 

tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed.  (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus 

had to rise from the dead.)   Then the disciples went back to where they were staying. 

 

Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene          Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she 
wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, 

one at the head and the other at the foot.   They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”  “They have taken 

my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.”  At this, she turned around and saw 

Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.   He asked her, “Woman, why are you 

crying? Who is it you are looking for?”  Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him 

away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.”   Jesus said to her, “Mary.”  She turned toward 

him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”).   Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for 

I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my 

Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’  Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I 
have seen the Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to her. 

 

The Resurrection 

He is not here; he has risen!  Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: ‘The Son of 

Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’ 
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Mark 16:1-4:  

"When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, 

and Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. 

Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on 

their way to the tomb and they asked each other, 'Who will roll the stone away 

from the entrance of the tomb?' But when they looked up, they saw that the 

stone, which was very large, had been rolled away." 

 

<><><> 
 

    On Sunday 17th April during our Easter Service, when we will celebrate 

the glorious resurrection of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, we will also share in the 

Baptism of Lucia and Rosalie; the service will be led by our Minister.  Matt, Karina and the 

girls invite you to a light lunch of sandwiches, nibbles and dessert in Room 2. Everyone is 

invited to celebrate with Lucia, Rosalie and family.    

 

 
 

 

 

 

DON’T FORGET the Help Manchester Methodists support ‘Tools for Mission’.  There is a box in the 

porch if you like to pop any unwanted good condition tools in, thank you.  www.TWAM.CO.UK  
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http://www.twam.co.uk/


WE NEED A CHURCH STEWARD(S).  As you may be aware Cynthia finishes her term of office as 
Church Steward in May, so there will only be Hazel and myself.  Below is a list of the duties involved.  
If you volunteer, you could have a trial period of 3 months, if you wish, to see if you feel able to take on 
this role. You can, however, stop sooner if necessary.  The more Stewards we have the less frequency 
of duties.  The serving Stewards will offer help and advice.   

PLEASE give this some thought and we pray someone will feel able to step forward  

 
If you need more info, please speak to one of the Stewards - or phone me on 07969 856799.  Joan P 
 
God bless. 
Joan, Cynthia and Hazel 

 

 

DUTIES OF A CHURCH STEWARD 

Contact the Preacher either by email or telephone for hymn numbers and readings. Email or 

telephone the organist with hymn numbers.  Email or telephone the reader with the reading(s) 
 

Be at Church no later than 10.00am and:-  

 Put on lights and the cross 

 Get body mike, change batteries if necessary, as they don’t need changing every Sunday 

and place on vestry table 

 Check the mike at the lectern and pulpit are in good order    

 Fill two water carafes – place one on side window of the Church and one in pulpit 

 Welcome the Preacher on arrival and escort to the vestry; say a prayer in the vestry 

 Escort Preacher through, light the candle on the organ and stand at the lectern  

 

Welcome congregation and the Preacher to the service, read any notices that are relevant, then 

ask for a moments quiet and then do the call to worship.  At the close of the service do all the 

above in reverse. 
 

Communion Service – Assist the Minister in distributing the bread/wine. 
 

Important: 

On the first Sunday of each month remind the organist to play “Happy Birthday” which you 

will lead from the front before the moments quiet and call to worship. 
 

Before you lock up, make sure the building is clear and the Sunday Club door is locked unless 

an organisation is still using that side of the premises. Also check that the hot water heater in 

the kitchen is switched off at the wall. 
 

There are Stewards meetings during the year with the Minister.  Also, each October there is a 

form to complete detailing a head count of the congregation each Sunday in that Month and also 

other users of the premises.  
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Richard Rohr's Daily Meditations - From the Centre for Action and Contemplation 

  

An Opportunity for Transformation 

  

Author and CAC teacher Brian McLaren has spent decades thinking about change in the church and why so many 

resist it. Here he summarizes what often happens to our religious institutions once they lose their original 

purpose: 

The pattern is predictable. Founders are typically generous, visionary, bold, and creative, but the religions that 

ostensibly carry on their work often become the opposite: constricted, change-averse, nostalgic, fearful, obsessed 

with boundary maintenance, turf battles, and money. Instead of greeting the world with open arms as their 

founders did, their successors stand guard with clenched fists. Instead of empowering others as their founders did, 

they hoard power. Instead of defying tradition and unleashing moral imagination as their founders did, they 

impose tradition and refuse to think outside the lines. A religion that cuts itself off from the example of its founder 

while still bearing the founder’s name often becomes little more than a chaplaincy for other ideologies, offering 

its services to the highest bidder. No wonder so many religious folks today wear down, burn out, and opt out.  

And no wonder more and more of us who are Christians by birth, by choice, or both find ourselves shaking our 

heads and asking, “What happened to Christianity? What happened to Jesus and his beautiful message?” 

 

Minister, entrepreneur, and author Cameron Trimble sees the decline of church structures as an opportunity to 

ask questions that matter, to rediscover and renew our faith: 

What is church really about? I’ve always understood the church as being a community with a shared story in our 

scriptures, which binds us together. Church is about weaving relationships together so that life for all of us is 

more deeply rooted in Love. Today, I would offer that the church also offers a platform to work together to build 

a world that acts and advocates for the common good of all of us. We’re warriors, lovers, peacemakers, protectors, 

prophets, thinkers, and dreamers who gather together to celebrate our heritage as children of God. At the same 

time fearlessly willing to stand up and stand in for those our culture might oppress. When we live consciously 

aware of our power to shape our world for good, we live lives of meaning. We’re our own most fully human and 

fully sacred expressions. We’re whole; we have an opportunity in this moment of our great transformation. We 

can approach this time as survivors, desperately clinging to our structures and ways of being. Or, we can see 

ourselves as pioneers, setting out in the face of the unknown to discover new ways to live faith-filled lives. The 

inevitable decline of our structures gives us the chance to let go of what might hold us back from that adventure. 

Nothing today will be the same ten years from now. Why not architect the kind of faith movement we want to see 

twenty-to-fifty years from now? What do we have to lose?  

 

 

Thank you Patsy for this very interesting and thought-provoking article x 
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VACANCY   I have been the Church Council Secretary for over 12 years now, and if anyone would like to step 

forward to take over this role, please do get in touch with me either by email rosieblayds@gmai.com or phone 

07758 011362 or speak to me at church.  

 

All you need to do is to type up an Agenda and send to the Minister for verification, take the Minutes at each 

meeting of which there are three (sometimes four) a year, type them up and send out a global email; at each 

meeting the Minutes from the previous Church Council will be, once accepted, signed by the Minister.  

 

Please do seriously consider helping me out; I would be most grateful.  

           Rosie x 

 

 

  The Circuit Service continues, so you’re warmly welcome to join in on Sunday 
evenings 6.30pm on Zoom - the room opens from 6.00pm for a chat with friends.  

 

   MASKS: Can be made to order - other fabrics available).  They’re washable, have a nose 

wire and adjustable elastic.  £5 each or 5 for £20 in aid of Church funds.  Please collect one in church 
and pop the money in the tin or email me your order - patsypott@btinternet.com or you can ring me on 
0161-445-3919, thank you.      Patsy x 
 

 We meet Monday afternoons 1.30-4.00pm in Room 3 (via the fire-exit door), but we 
sometimes meet on Zoom.  Do join us, although this does not have to be for the whole session.  If you’d 
like to know more (and whether we are meeting or Zooming), please email me. Angela    

 angelajohnson2@ntlworld.com  

 
Don’t forget Badminton Club in the Hall at East Didsbury on Tuesday evenings – all are 
welcome.  For more information please email Nick on nicholaspalfreyman@yours.com  
 

 
 
 
 

   
                                     
 

We meet every other Thursday in Room 3 at 2.30pm (approx. finish 3.45pm) and it’s always nice to 
welcome new people.   Sanitizing gel is available and you may use the fire exit door.  We have a fun 
time in love and friendship.      Rosie x 
 

7th April Brief AGM followed by a Quiz with Mary S 

14th April Maundy Thursday Communion – you are all most welcome to join us 

28th April Talk from Rev. Krystyna  
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LADIES 

CIRCLE 
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  Film Club meets on Thursdays on Zoom.  For details of the April film and further 

information, please email Liz at lizstuartlp@aol.com   

 

 

CRAFT AND CHAT  

Well, they have been very busy!!!  Look at these lovely bunnies for Easter at just £3 

each or 2 for £5.  There are also teddies for sale and little chicks and other items on the 

craft able.  Do take a look  
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Cynthia’s chit-chat      
 

I Can See Clearly Now   On March 4th I had my second cataract operation. I was at the hospital early 
in the morning and was home by 10.45am. It is amazing how much clearer everything is now (as many 
of you will know who have had the procedure).  I think my new song is going to be, ‘I can see clearly 
now’!  I was delighted that I could go to the ‘World Day of Prayer’ that evening. It was lovely to be at St 
Catherine’s Church and ‘see’ so many people I know. It was a most enjoyable service and well 
attended. 
 

   Ash Wednesday    I was able to go to this service at the Methodist Centre, 

conducted by Rev. Ian Rutherford. Deacon Pru came to each one of us and made the sign of the Ash 
Cross on our foreheads. This is something I have not known in the Methodist Church before. It was 
surprising, but pleasingly significant.  I had lunch in the café at the Centre and had a chat with Eva 
Manley. It was all a very rewarding and worthwhile experience. 
 

Concert at Trinity    Steve and I went to a concert at the Church last Saturday. It featured the Poynton 

Male Voice Choir and the Ladybrook Singers who both performed extremely well.  It was a full house 
and everyone said how good it was to return to events like this. 
 

Vicky from Cyprus    Last Wednesday I spent a wonderful afternoon with my dear friend Vicky who 

went to live in Cyprus a few years ago. It was two years since I had last seen her, so we had quite a lot 
of catching up to do. She is a special lady who has a big place in my heart. Bless you Vicky. 
 

Cheerio for now and keep safe. 
Easter Blessings from Cynthia 

                                 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Happy Birthday to all born in the month of April xxx 
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QUIZ FOR EASTER 

 

 

1. What headwear is particularly associated with Easter parades? 

  

2. What is the traditional flower of Easter? 

 

3. What is the name of a female rabbit? 

 

4. Easter island forms part of which South American country? 

 

5. And in which ocean is Easter Island? 

 

6. What is the Sunday before Easter called? 

 

7.  What famous jewellery firm is renowned for its jewel-encrusted eggs? 

 

8. What colour were the first Easter eggs dyed – Red, Yellow or Green?  

 

9. When it comes to easting a chocolate bunny, what do 70% of people eat first? 

 

10. Which film does the rabbit Thumper appear in? 

 

11. Name one of Peter Rabbit’s three siblings? 

 

12. Alice attended a tea party with the Mad Hatter, the Dormouse and what other furry 

character? 

 

Enjoy 

 

 

 

Answers on the last page 
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1. Bonnet  2. Lily  3. Doe  4.  Chile 5.  Pacific Ocean 6. Palm Sunday 

7.  Faberge 8. Red  9. Ears  10. Bambi 11. Flopsy, Mopsy and Cottontail. 

12. March Hare 

 

 

           To: Rev. Krystyna, Cynthia and Steve, Liz, Patsy, Angela, Joan. Cynthia, Hazel, 

   Sandra and Tony and me for items for Concord.  

 

 

 Any items for the March magazine please to rosieblayds@gmail.com or 434-7668 (Mobile 07758 011362) 
or 13 Moor Park Road, East Didsbury, M20 5PF, by 27th APRIL, thanks. 
                    Much love as always 

                   Rosie xxx 

 

 

LAST THOUGHT 
I know that my Redeemer lives – 

What joy the blest assurance gives! 
He lives, he lives, who once was dead; 

He lives, my everlasting Head. 
He lives, to bless me with his love; 

He lives, to plead for me above; 
He lives, my hungry soul to feed; 
He lives, to help in time of need. 

He lives, and grants me daily breath; 
He lives, and I shall conquer death; 
He lives, my mansion to prepare; 
He lives, to lead me safely there. 

He lives, all glory to his name; 
He lives, my Saviour, still the same; 
What joy the blest assurance gives, 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 
Samuel Medley (1738-99) 

 
 
 

Rev. Krystyna Kwarciak  
Email: krykwar@gmail.com 

Land line: 0161 612 2668 
Mobile: 07776 121679 

 
www.edmcws.com   
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